
 

 

All India Organization of Imams of Mosques, sole representative of almost half a 
million Imams of India and the real grassroots’ voice of the Indian Muslim 
community in its first ever held national education conference, titled, “Role of 
Ulemas’ in educational upliftment of Indian Muslims” provided religious scholars of 
all the major schools of Muslim thought, intellectuals of different orientation, social 
activists and youth leaders its platform to discuss and debate the general plight of 
education of Muslims  in India. During the proceedings both the traditional and 
modern concept of education came under scrutiny and discussion. The floor of the 
Imam Organization was given for a free and frank discussion on the aforesaid 

subject.  

In the present scenario when Muslims are subjected to all kinds of allegations and 
false charges; Islam, Muslims and terrorism are being projected as synonymous 
terms, it was felt all the more important to bring religious and intellectual leadership 
together to suggest ways and means of improving the educational plight of Muslims 
of India. General awareness about changes and transformation in all walks of life and 
in various parts of the world becomes all the more important. There was consensus 
among the participants that education is the only tool to bring about a consistent 
and compatible social change and therefore focus of the community is shifted from 

agitation based polity to real issues of socio-economic transformation.  

It was also emphasised that the false propaganda unleashed by vested interests 
regarding the so called division between Traditional Madarsa education and Modern 
education in Islam is jointly met by religious and intellectual leadership and 
necessary steps are initiated to correct this wrong perception among non Muslims 
and government circles. The participants appreciated the initiative of Imam 

Organization and lauded its leadership for holding the education conference.  

 

 

 

The conference consisted of two sessions; first was devoted to modern education 
and second to Madarsa education. The following recommendations were 
unanimously adopted and it was decided to present them to the Hon’ble Minister for 
Human Resource Development who is widely revered among Muslims for the 
interest that he is taking to improve their educational plight. His policy of conciliation 
and consensus in addressing the concerns of Muslims of India is praiseworthy. A 
delegation to this effect under the leadership of All India Imam Organization, Hazrat 
Maulana Imam Umer Ahmed lyasi should meet Mr. Kapil Sibal, Hon’ble Union 
Minister for Human Resource Development to present the charter of demands and 



request him to take necessary initiative to implement these demands reposing full 

faith in his secular credentials.   

The conference was held at Masjid Kasturba Gandhi Marg, head office, All India 

Organization of Imams of Mosques, New Delhi on Saturday the 20th February, 2009.  

Following are the recommendations made for the consideration of Union Ministry of 

Human Resource Development, Government of India, New Delhi.  

  

  

STEPS:  

1. Jamia Millia Islamia is accorded the minority character as is demanded by 
the community. It will be a tribute to the historical role of this great Muslim 
institution in national freedom struggle and after independence in building a 
secular India. 

  

2. There are complaints regarding the inadequacies in the present minority 
character of AMU. A committee consisting of Respectables of the community 
is set up to look into the grievances’, if any. 

  

3. A master plan to encourage education of the Muslim girl child is the need of 
the hour. Family reforms cannot be achieved in absentia of such a scheme. 

  

4. Special drive to upgrade science apparatus and infrastructure in Muslim 
minority schools and Madarsas’. 

  

5. A compact general awareness studies programme is prepared by a team of 
Muslim scholars like Theologians, Non Theologians and other relevant 
sections under the provisions of Article 31 of Indian constitution to teach that 
to Madarsa going children. This may include social studies, study of freedom 
struggle, elementary knowledge of Psychology and sociology and 
commonalities in religions. 

  

6. Teachers teaching in Madarsas’, Schools, both public & private, college & 
university and living in Muslim dominated areas are identified and through a 



solid networking they are given responsibility to create mass awareness 
about literacy, health & hygiene among the weaker and deprived segment 
of society, particularly Muslims. 

  

7. Adequate Muslim representation is ensured in Policy making, enforcement, 
implementation & above in all monitoring agencies associated with Ministry 
of Human Resource Development. 

  

  

ACTION PLAN:  

1. To start with Set up five Model educational institutions to teach modern 
and traditional education under one roof in Bihar, Utter Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Haryana. This will become an eye opener for 
Madarsa administrators, teachers, students and the Muslim society. All India 
Imam Organization is taking the lead. Detailed plan will be submitted soon. 

  

2. The Government must immediately launch a scheme of providing teachers of 
English, Social Studies, Mathematics and Science in Madarsas’ at its own 
expense in order to promote enlightenment and scientific 
temperament among teachers and the taught. Though there is a scheme to 
this effect but its reach is extended to almost all established Madarsas’. 

  

3. Present scheme of recognizing Madarsa certificates and degrees for 
pursuing higher studies in colleges and universities is extended to all 
universities and these qualifications are treated at par with their 
counterparts for seeking employment in government, semi government, 
private and multinational sectors. 

  

4. A national scheme of in service training programme for Madarsa Teachers 
needs to be launched to bridge the gap between modern and Madarsa 
education. Services of the scholars of different orientation like Religious 
scholars, intellectuals, Legal Experts, Media personalities, Psychologists, 
Sociologists, Environmentalists & scientists are utilized to achieve this target. 

  



5. Urdu medium primary and secondary schools are opened in Muslim 
dominated localities & provision for the teaching of Urdu is done in non Urdu 
teaching schools as well. Sare Jahan se achha Hindustan hamara and Mazhab 
nahin sikhata aapas me bair rakhna must be taught to every Indian child. 

  

6     In all one shift school buildings in Muslim localities adult education & Social        
awareness programmes are vigorously pursued. 
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